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Fake news,
defined by
the
New York
Times as “a
made-up
story with
an intention
to deceive” 

The goal of the Fake News Challenge is to
explore how machine learning and natural
language processing, might be
leveraged to combat the fake news problem. We
believe that these AI
technologies hold promise for significantly
automating parts of the procedure
human fact checkers use today to determine if a
story is real or a hoax.
Assessing the veracity of a news story is a complex
and cumbersome task,
even for trained experts. Fortunately, the process
can be broken down into
steps or stages. A helpful first step towards
identifying fake news is to
understand what other news organizations are
saying about the topic. We believe
automating this process, called Stance Detection,
could
serve as a useful building block in an AI-assisted
fact-checking pipeline.

2.    It should be possible to build
a prototype post-facto “truth labeling” system
from a “stance detection”
system. Such a system would tentatively label
a claim or story as true/false
based on the stances taken by various news
organizations on the topic, weighted
by their credibility.
For example, if several
high-credibility news outlets run stories that
Disagree with a claim (e.g.
“Denmark Stops Issuing Travel Visas to US
Citizens”) the claim would be
provisionally labeled as False. Alternatively, if
a highly newsworthy claim
(e.g. “British Prime Minister Resigns in
Disgrace”) only appears in one very
low-credibility news outlet, without any
mention by high-credibility sources
despite its newsworthiness, the claim would be
provisionally labeled as False
by such a truth labeling system.
In this way, the various
stances (or lack of a stance) news
organizations take on a claim, as determined
by an automatic stance detection system,
could be combined to tentatively label
the claim as True or False. While crude, this
type of fully-automated approach
to truth labeling could serve as a starting point
for human fact checkers, e.g.
to prioritize which claims are worth further
investigation.

1   D I G I T A L  M A G A Z I N E

THERE ARE TWO
IMPORTANT
WAYS
THE STANCE
DETECTION TASK
IS RELEVANT
FOR FAKE NEWS:
1.          From our discussions with
real-life fact checkers, we realized that
gathering the relevant background
information about a claim or news story,
including all sides of the issue, is a
critical initial step in a human fact checker’s
job. One goal of the Fake News
Challenge is to push the state-of-the-art in
assisting human fact checkers, by
helping them quickly gather the information
they need to make their assessment.
In particular, a good Stance
Detection solution would allow a human fact
checker to enter a claim or
headline and instantly retrieve the top articles
that agree, disagree or
discuss the claim/headline in question. They
could then look at the arguments
for and against the claim, and use their human
judgment and reasoning skills to
assess the validity of the claim in question.
Such a tool would enable human
fact checkers to be fast and effective.
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HOW MISINFORMATION FOOLED THE 
MAJORITY OF WORLD’S LARGEST 

DEMOCRACY 

  
The following article demonstrates how fake news and misinformation led to winning the 
Country-level election with a massive mandate. India and Pakistan are famous for their 
long-term rivalry. On the morning of 14 February when the whole world was preparing for 
Valentine’s day, a car bomb attack killed 40 CRPF soldiers, bringing India and Pakistan to 
the brink of war. 
  
India retaliated by targeting Jaish-e-Mohammed terror camps in Pakistan. Soon after the 
incident, there was a wave of fake news on the social media about the next possible 
attacks and security threats for the country. Surprisingly this incident happened 3 months 
before the worlds largest election, which lasts for more than 1.5 months. A bunch of 
doctored photos and videos and fake reactions from the Politian, celebrity, and various 
world leaders. In the aftermath of Pulwama attack, CRPF has issued a statement saying 
fake news is in the air so don’t believe it. Facebook India said that they have never seen 
such a scale of fake content circulating on one a single story before. 
  

Fighting Fake News �1



ViP - Values in People

Much of the fake news targeted the country’s primary opposition party, the Indian 
National Congress. One of the first such items to go viral was a photoshopped image that 
claimed to show Rahul Gandhi, the Congress party president, standing next to the 
suicide bomber.  
  
Another claimed that Priyanka Gandhi, 
Rahul’s sister and another Congress leader, 
had met the chief of the Pakistan Army 
before the attack occurred. An edited video 
of Priyanka was also circulated to convey the 
false impression that she had been laughing 
at a press conference held following the 
attack. 

Summarization:  The entire situation turned 
as economic wellness vs security concerns. 
With every political campaign, Pulwama 
attack was the primary issue to talk about. 
According to the Indian election commission, 
you can’t politicize Military or any other security personnel. However, there were a lot of 
accusations on Election commission for being favourable on Ruling party’s usage of 
Pulwama attack as a reason to gain votes. One of the other main entities involved in this 
chaos is “NEWS channels”, during this period most of the media outlets start their day by 
blaming neighbouring country and ends with cursing opposition party. I would like to shed 
some light on the irresponsible behaviour by some of the well-known news channels, for 
example, Zee news was asking people to vote if they wanted to have a WAR between 
India and Pakistan. One more channel was demonstrating on how to survive a nuclear 
attack. Unfortunately, these channels are among the highest viewership. Nobody was 
asking the basic question about the incident, how did it happen, how intelligence failed or 
if intelligence agencies were aware of the possible situation, why there weren’t any 
significant steps taken to avoid the mishap. Fake news flooded on social media channels 
that people wanted revenge, and nobody cares about the economy, unfulfilled promises, 
demonetization, public health crises, dip in currency value. Prime minister while 
addressing one of his rallies said “As this year, we have a lot of young people who 
became eligible to cast their vote and will be voting for the first time. So, can this vote be 
dedicated to all those military personnel who were martyred during Pulwama attack”? 
Though many a time politicians have stoop to a lower level it’s not appropriate for the 
Prime Minister of the country to take advantage of such a tragic incident. 

Results are BJP won the election with big majority.. 
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A Hollywood Film Is Using Fake 
News To Get Publicity

Gaia Barletta 

In the last few years the concept of fake 
news has been troubling the nations and 
the public opinion, stimulating the 
debate and dividing the masses. 

As a big social phenomenon, “fake news” were the inspiration 
for a lot of movies, books, paintings and other form of artistic 
expression.
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Connected with the movies, there is an interesting case of use of fake news that 
involve the American film studio 20th century fox.

When they had to promote “A cure for wellness”, a movie about a ‘fake’ cure that 
makes people sicker, they decided to use fake news as a promotional instrument.

They conceived a viral social campaign 
based on fake news spreaded by a fake 
wellness site, healthandwellness.co, that 
looked like the legit HealthCare.gov and 
a fake bottled water company. The fake 
news they spread were about Donald 
Trump, famous people and other topics 
that get people talking. Interspersed with 
the stories were ads for A Cure For 
Wellness, and editorial call-outs for readers to engage with the stories on Twitter 
with the hashtag #acureforwellness.


Many sites shared those news thinking that were true and also 
a lot of people, unknowingly contributing to a massive viral 
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marketing campaign.

20th century fox had to apologize for this campaign because it has been accused 
of deceptive marketing ant admitted the promotional campaign was 
“inappropriate on every level”.

Following this admission, the sites now redirect to the film’s official website. 
However, some of the websites’ content can still be viewed in archive mode.
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THE SECOND SECRET LIFE OF 
ADOLF HITLER 

Eleni Karakozidou 

Do you know that God gave to Adolf Hitler a second 
chance to live a normal life in order to meet Him in 
paradise? If you don’t, then read the following story… 

There  is  a  book  that  it  is  called  “Grey  wolf”  and  it  is  claimed  that  Hitler  escaped 

punishment and lived out his life in tranquillity in Patagonia until his death in 1962 at the 

age of 73.
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More  specifically,  "Grey  wolf"  is  a 

dramatization of real events - the untold story 

of  Adolf  Hitler's  escape to  Argentina at  the 

end of WW2. Based on interviews with eye 

witnesses in Argentina and tears of detailed 

research, the book covers events from Hitler's 

escape  by  air  from  the  ruins  of  Berlin  on 

April  28th,  1945,  to  Fuerteventura  on  the 

Canary  Islands  and  then  by  U-boat  to 

Argentina  where  he  died  tormented, 

demented and betrayed at a small house "La 

Clara",  45  miles  far  from  San  Carlos  at 

Bariloche in the Argentine Andes, at 3PM on 

February 13th, 1962.

But  what  is  true  finally?  Let’s  read  what 

followed this fact…

The Escape of Adolf Hitler, which was made into a documentary film as well, have been 

accused of plagiarism by a journalist in Argentina called Abel Basti. 

Abel Basti had done a research about Adolf Hitler and he claims that his research has been 

used without his permission. "Grey Wolf",  which was published by Sterling Publishing, 

based in New York, challenged the accepted view that the Führer shot himself in his Berlin 

bunker on 30 April 1945 and that Eva Braun also committed suicide by taking cyanide.

Following publication of the book, Basti said that he was angry when he saw that the proof 

of Hitler's survival is a photograph of him.

The  book  has  also  annoyed  Ricardo  D'Aloia,  the  editorial  director  of  the  newspaper 

Ambito  Financerio,  because  he  was  accused  of  giving  the  reports  of  Basti's  research. 
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D'Aloia is angered at the suggestion that he was the one who gave to the authors video and 

potential evidence belonging to Basti.

Last but not least, the claims about Hitler's life in exile in Argentina have been ridiculed by 

historian Guy Walters, who pronounced them "2,000% rubbish" when the book came out. 

What is true finally? Was Hitler still alive? Even after his death he managed to be the 

center of the attention for one more time…
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